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Staff 

Megan Boos, Executive Director  

Benjamin Jordan, Conservation Technician 

Drew Rayner, WMCISMA Coordinator  

Jessica Crawford, Program Coordinator  

Daria Gosztyla, HWA Project Coordinator 

Emma Fojtik , HWA Project Crew Member  

Sara Bronkema, MAEAP Technician  

Board of Directors 

Matthew Hehl, Chairman 

Lester Langeland, Vice Chairman  

Douglas Grotenrath, Treasurer/Secretary  

David Pyle, Director 

Todd Bowen, Director  

Ottawa Conservation District  

16731 Ferris Street 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

(616) 842-5852 Ext. 5 

ottawacd@macd.org 

NRCS 

Natural Resources Conservation Service  

USDA 

Ottawa Conservation District works in        

partnership with NRCS, having a co-located 

office in Grand Haven. Through financial and     

technical assistance, NRCS provides          

resources for farmers and landowners to aid 

them with conservation.  

NRCS District Staff 

Heather Varboncoeur, District Conservationist 

Corin Mahlzan, NRCS Civil Engineer 

DiôShun Melbert, Soil Conservationist 

Katie Droscha, Conservation Technician 

USDA is an equal opportunity employer, provider, and lender.  

Who We Are  

The Ottawa Conservation District was founded in 1938 

by several landowners concerned with soil degradation 

that resulted from years of negligent land management.     

Formerly the West Ottawa Soil Conservation District, this 

was the first Conservation District of its kind formally   

established by Michigan law. Upon formation, the District 

set forth goals to remediate soil erosion. These goals 

aimed to stabilize sand dunes through reforestation,   

convert poorly suited agriculture land to restored forests, 

and aid farmers in maintaining land at a productive level.  

Today, the Ottawa Conservation District continues to 

meet foundational agriculture and forestry goals while 

also expanding services related to other forms of natural 

resources conservation.  

The District provides information, assistance, and       

programs to serve the local community on land and    

water management. This support is made possible 

through financial backing from the Ottawa County Board 

of Commissioners, and grants from the  Michigan            

Departments of Agriculture and Rural Development,    

Environmental Quality, and Natural Resources as well 

as from the United States Forest Service and              

Environmental Protection Agency.  

Programs and Services 

¶ Bass River Deer Creek Restoration Project  

¶ Critical Dunes information and education  

Î Vegetation Removal Assurance 

¶ Forestry Assistance Program 

¶ Native tree and plant sales 

¶ Michigan Agriculture Environmental                        

Assurance Program 

¶ West Michigan               

Cooperative Invasive    

Species Management    

Area 

Î Invasive Species 

Strike Team 

Î Hemlock Woolly 

Adelgid Project  
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Historic Photos 

Ottawa Conservation District educational display 

July 1983 

Erosion in Park Township 

1940s  

Jarvis Gage spreading sweet clover 

July 1945 

Sand blow area post pine planting 

alongside US-31                                                                             

July 1940  
 

 

Flower nursery in Zeeland Township                           

1940s  



Bass River Deer Creek Restoration Project (BRDC)  

This project is dedicated to reducing non-point source pollution in the Bass River and Deer 

Creek watersheds. BRDC focuses on addressing sediment, excess nutrients, and E. coli 

bacteria that has been linked to failed residential septic systems and agricultural runoff. 

Grant funds are available to landowners within these watersheds to offer Best              

Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce these pollutants. Some of these BMPs include 

cropping practices, manure management, and repair or replacement of septic systems. In 

October, the Ottawa Conservation District staff submitted a $1.1 million grant proposal for 

additional funds to continue this project beyond 2019.      

¶ Repaired or replaced 18 residential septic systems 

¶ Approximately $100,000 of cost-share funds granted to residential property owners 

¶ Over $63,000 of cost-share funds granted to agricultural producers for BMPs  

¶ More than 1,000 Ottawa County residents informed through outreach at community 

events, mailers, farm visits, and educational presentations  
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Program Highlights  

Residential septic system replacement in Bass Creek watershed.  

BRDC is funded by the 319 grant from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. 


