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You may be a bit surprised that we
have a some of the Allegheny forest
right here in Michigan. Ranging from
Quebec to Tennessee, Yellow Birch is
known by many names, from the
French-Canadian “Merisier”, to the
more descriptive golden birch and
swamp birch. This tree can be found
throughout Michigan, although in
today's forest it is quite rare in the
Southwest of our state. In fact, if we
go even further Southwest into
Illinois, it is considered an
Endangered Species. Yellow Birch is
an important species in wetland
forests, valued in the timber industry,
in forest ecology, and for it's natural
beauty.

In Canada, Yellow Birch widely used
in the lumber industry, and is often
the most used Birch species in other
parts of the continent. Birch wood is
commonly used for flooring,
furniture, and toothpicks. The wood
itself is ruddy brown to creamy white
in color, is easily worked into shape,
and takes stain well.
In the past, the wood was used for
wagon wheels, and much of the tree
was used in various distilling
processes. It was used for wood
alcohol production, tar refining, and
the distillation of Wintergreen oil. If
you crush the leaves and twigs of
Yellow Birch, you can even smell the
refreshing scent of Wintergreen. A
less common use lies within it's sap,
with the production of Birch Syrup.
While it has less sugar content than
it's rival Sugar Maple, it makes up for
it with quantity of sap. During the
evaporation process, the Wintergreen
oil boils off and leaves a similar
syrup as from maples.

Humans are not the only creature
that favors Yellow Birch for it's many
fine qualities. This species finds itself
as a useful piece of wetland habitat
for deer, songbirds, butterflies.
Yellow Birch is often seen near
Eastern Hemlock, having similar
preferences towards cool streamside
areas in mature forests. These places
are great for spotting deer, and
cottontail rabbits feeding or resting,
and farther to the North you may
even see a moose by these trees. As
for the birds, Ruffed Grouse are
known for eating the seeds, and the
Yellow-Bellied Sapsucker can often
be found on this tree. The thin and
peeling bark means easy access to
sap for the Sapsucker. Unfortunately
for the grouse, seeds are produced
irregularly, often in 1-4 year periods
between “good years”. Butterflies
such as the White Admiral, Limenitis
arthemis, and the Mourning Cloak,
Nymphalis antiopa, feed on the
leaves as caterpillars.
Many other insects are attracted to
the thin-barked and nutritious leaves
of this tree, making a complex and
diverse food web for forest
inhabitants.

Yellow Birch trees are difficult to
start growing, as they have very
demanding needs for germinating
their seeds. Their seeds will often
germinate on decaying wood,
because their roots have difficulty
penetrating dense leaf litter. On top
of that, this species does not tolerate
the shade well, and relies on
openings in the woods being created
to get the amount of sunlight it
needs. Both of these factors combine
to have a very specific habitat to
grows in: A mature forest with
decaying wood that has recently
been disturbed. Active management
of woodlots can help preserve this
great species, as timber harvests and
other management activities can
stimulate the growth of Yellow Birch
and other species.
If you're not sure where to start, the
Forestry Assistance Program can help
you! District Forester Ben Savoie can
provide free on-site assessments in
Barry, Allegan and Ottawa Counties.
Schedule your visit with a forester by
calling Ben at 269-908-4134, or
sending him an email at
ben.savoie@macd.org

This Month By
the Numbers

 
Site Visits - 3

 
 Visit Acreage - 72

 
Private Sector Referrals - 3

 
Public Sector Referrals - 2

 
Media Occurrences - 1

 

Species Spotlight: Yellow Birch

Open Referrals:
 

None available at this time,
keep watch for new requests at

the Barry CD website or stay
tuned for more requests via

email.
 

As always, thank you for all the
work you do!

 


