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Oaks are an essential part of the
forests of Michigan, and provide a
bounty of food and shelter for birds,
butterflies, and deer. Of the many oak
species we have, White Oak has been
particularly important due to the
value of its timber, the exceptional
acorns it provides, and the longevity of
the species. Careful management of
this species has taken place well
before European settlement, but there
is trouble on the horizon. In recent
times, White Oak has been on the
decline, as forests are not managed in
ways that are sustainable for this
species. However, the White Oak
Initiative is helping to guide woodland
owners in restoring our oaks.

The White Oak Initiative is a diverse
coalition of universities, public
agencies, non-profits, and
professional foresters that have
come together in response to the
decline of oak forests. Key partners
include the American Forest
Foundation, the University of
Kentucky, and the US Forest Service
This network helps provide
information to landowners on how
to best manage oaks on their
property, as well as provides
opportunities for landowners to take
action in restoring White Oaks.
Recently, the White Oak Initiative
has partnered with the State of
Michigan, and in turn is calling on
various groups throughout the state
to meet the needs of our oak
forests

The American Forest Foundation
awarded MI Tree Farm $5,000 to
provide 5,000 oak seedlings to
Tree Farmers. We are offering a
$1 per oak seedling rebate up to
$100 directly to the first 50 Tree
Farmers that buy oak seedlings
in 2021, 2022 or 2023 from a
conservation district or seedling
nursery.  To request your rebate,
just send a copy of your invoice
showing oak seedlings you
bought to Julie Crick at
CrickJul@MSU.edu. Questions
about the rebate, call Julie at
989-275-7179.  Questions
about trees, call Mike Smalligan
at 517-449-5666. For more
information on how to best
protect your new oak seedlings
from deer browse, and best
ensure success after planting,
call District Forester Ben Savoie
at 269-908-4134.

The Barry Conservation District
will be hosting field days with
local State Game Areas across
Southwest Michigan. These
workshops will be showing the
effects of management
techniques for managing oaks in
Michigan's forests, and options
that landowners have for
managing their land. There are
two upcoming workshops in
2022, both being held at the
Barry State Game Area. These
workshops are currently
planned for July 27th, and
September 20th, with times and
locations to be announced
closer to the event. For those
interested in these events,
please contact District Forester
Ben Savoie at 269-908-4134 or
email at ben.savoie@macd.org. 

This Month By
the Numbers

 
Site Visits - 5

 
 Visit Acreage - 256

 
Private Sector Referrals - 4

 
Public Agency Referrals - 1

 
Outreach Events - 1

 
Attendance - 5 people

 
Media Occurrences - 3

 

White Oak Initiative:
Growing a Future for Oaks

Open Referrals:

08-22-10
 

23 Acres total, approximately
17 acres forested with mix of

lowland hardwoods, primarily
soft maples. Interested in timber
harvesting, as well as possibly

enrolling in Tree Farm.
 


