
Understanding the chemical, biological, and physical make-up of your soil is extremely
important for making decisions for your land! The Ottawa Conservation District conducts some
soil health analysis services for producers, typically in collaboration with Natural Resources
Conservation Service or MAEAP projects. For most soil sample analysis needs, please utilize the
following resources.

Michigan State University Extension 1.
 Offers both home lawn and garden soil tests and commercial soil tests through a third party lab, A&L
Great Lakes Laboratories, Inc. They analyze soil samples and sends data to MSU Extension who then
generates MSU recommendations for the client.

a.

 Learn more at: www.canr.msu.edu/news/soil-testing-returns-through-msu-extensionb.

A&L  Great Lakes Laboratories, Inc2.
Offers a variety of testing services, including soil fertility, plant tissue, animal feed, manure, compost,
and fertilizer analyses. Choose packages with or without recommendations.

a.

Learn more at: algreatlakes.comb.

Cornell Soil Health Testing Lab3.
Home of the Comprehensive Assessment of Soil Health (CASH), designed for farmers, gardeners,
agricultural service providers, landscape managers and researchers who want to go beyond simply
testing the nutrient levels of their soils. The Assessment provides standardized information on important
soil biological and physical constraints, in addition to standard nutrient analysis.

a.

 Learn more at: soilhealth.cals.cornell.edub.

Ward Laboratories, Inc.4.
Offers routine soil analysis and has a new Soil Health Assessment package to help farmers and
researchers measure and manage soil health without compromising productivity.

a.

 Learn more at: www.wardlab.com/services/soil-health-analysis/b.

 ReGen Ag Lab, LLC5.
Offers conventional soil testing, soil health testing, water testing, and plant tissue testing.a.
Learn more at: regenaglab.com/services/soil-analysis/b.

The City Farmer in Grand Haven6.
Offers free pH soil testing in store for up to two samples and have soil testing kits available for
purchase to test for nitrogen, phosphorus, and potash.

a.

Learn more at: thecityfarmergrandhaven.orgb.

SOIL TESTING RESOURCES

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/soil-testing-returns-through-msu-extension
http://algreatlakes.com/
http://soilhealth.cals.cornell.edu/
http://www.wardlab.com/services/soil-health-analysis/
http://regenaglab.com/services/soil-analysis/
http://thecityfarmergrandhaven.org/


WATER TESTING RESOURCES

Ottawa Conservation District collaborates with Grand Valley State University and Hope
College to collect and analyze water quality samples from a variety of Ottawa County lakes
and streams for nonpoint source pollutant concentrations (e.coli, sediment, nutrients). Learn
more about this work at ottawacd.org/water-quality/. For private water analysis, please utilize
the following resources.

Ottawa County Department of Public Health1.
Offers water testing and analysis for private and public water wells. Several types of tests are
available, including bacteriological, and partial chemical. www.miottawa.org/Health/OCHD/water.htm

a.

EGLE Drinking Water Testing Resources2.
Check out drinking water testing resources for community public water supply customers, public water
supply customers, and private residential well owners. www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-
prev/environmental-health/topics/care-for-mi-drinking-water/testing

a.

Michigan State University Extension Water Testing Lab Map for Growers3.
Check out this map of water testing labs specifically for growers who follow the Produce Safety Rule
under the Food Safety Modernization Act:
www.canr.msu.edu/news/find_the_right_water_testing_lab_for_food_safety_modernization_act_pr
oduce

a.

Alliance Analytical Labs4.
Provides water sample testing for coliform and nitrates, irrigation, wells, livestock suitability, swimming
pools, ponds, lakes, boreholes, municipalities, agricultural run-off, and more. aatestlabs.com/water-
testing-laboratory.php

a.

ALS Environmental & Water Monitoring5.
 Provides water sampling and analytical services for a variety of industries, including wastewater,
groundwater, catchment, and drinking water sampling and analysis. www.alsglobal.com/en/water-
industry

a.

Pace Analytical6.
Provides a range of water and liquid testing services for drinking water, groundwater, surface water,
wastewater, and stormwater. www.pacelabs.com/analytical-environmental/water-and-liquid/

a.

Prein & Newhof Laboratory7.
 Performs water testing for drinking water, well water, wastewater, groundwater, leachate, and
surface water. www.preinnewhof.com/pn-services/laboratory-water-testing/

a.
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MISCELLANEOUS STATE RESOURCES

Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR)1.
 Provides information about camping, fishing, boating, and hunting licenses, state parks/trails/forests
recreation, burn permits, and more. www.michigan.gov/dnr

a.

Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural Development (MDARD) Complaints &
Emergency Contacts

2.

Agricultural Pollution/Spills Hotline: 800-405-0101 - Should be used for reporting accidental
agricultural pesticide, fertilizer, and manure spills.

a.

Non-Agriculture Related Spills Hotline: 800-292-4706 - Should be used for chemical spills that are
not agriculture-related through the EGLE Pollution Emergency Alerting System (PEAS)

b.

Other Complaints: Fill out a complaint form at: www.michigan.gov/mdard/about/contact-mdardc.

Michigan State University Plant & Pest Diagnostics3.
Provides assistance with the identification of, and recommendations for controlling, plants and pests.
Samples may be submitted to the lab by mail. MSU will analyze the sample for a nominal fee and
provide diagnosis or identification of the problem, as well as recommendations for control.
www.canr.msu.edu/pestid/

a.

EGLE Water Use Program4.
Michigan has enacted laws that regulate water uses within the Great Lakes Basin in accordance with
the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Compact. This program is responsible for
registering large quantity withdrawals, collecting annual water use data, making determinations on the
potential impacts to water resources as a result of proposed withdrawals, and processing water
withdrawal permits. www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/water-use

a.
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MISCELLANEOUS COUNTY RESOURCES

Ottawa County Water Resources Commissioner1.
This office is responsible for construction, operation, and maintenance of over 800 storm water
management systems or “County Drains” in Ottawa County. This office is also responsible for
enforcement of the Soil Erosion & Sediment Control Act, Part 91 of P.A. 451, 1994 as amended.
www.miottawa.org/Departments/Drain/

a.

Ottawa County Beach Conditions2.
 Watch for local beach water quality conditions and recent health advisories here:
www.miottawa.org/Health/OCHD/beach_watch.htm

a.

Ottawa County Animal Control3.
Animal control handles animal cruelty complaints, determines the origin of stock losses, animal bite
reports, information on wild animal issues, enforcing animal control lawns, and more.
www.miottawa.org/Sheriff/animalcontrol.htm

a.

Ottawa County Phosphorus Ordinance4.
 Effective January 1, 2008: All areas in Ottawa County are prohibited the use of any lawn fertilizer
containing more than 0% phosphorus; prohibited the use of any fertilizer on frozen ground; prohibited
the use of any fertilizer on impervious surfaces including parking lots, roadways, and sidewalks.
Exemptions do exist. www.miottawa.org/health/ochd/pdf/Phosphorus_Ordinance_Flyer.pdf and
www.miottawa.org/health/ochd/pdf/phosphorus.pdf

a.
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